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We are a family of professing
Christians inspired by Christ’s
grace and love. We are
committed to joyful worship,
spiritual growth, caring
relationships and community
outreach.

ELCA Youth Gathering: A
Ministry with youth and
resource for congregations
What is the ELCA Youth Gathering?
A monumental experience that just
belongs on your faith journey,”
explained Meredith Massey from
Christ the King Lutheran Church in
Houston.
Every three years, 30,000 high
school youth and adult leaders from
across the ELCA gather for a week of
faith formation - the ELCA Youth
Gathering. Through interactive
learning, worship, Bible study,
service and fellowship, the hope is
that every young person grows in
faith and is challenged and inspired
to live their faith in daily life. For
most, this goal comes to life back
home, in their congregations and in
the world.
A time of discovery and
inspiration
For some, the Gathering helps reveal
something new about themselves.
“The Gathering sparked something
inside me I didn’t know I had; it
made me feel part of something
bigger. The Gathering enabled me to
grow in my faith, leadership and

Interim Pastor
Rev. Dr. Ted Peters
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service, along with providing me
with the ways to do so,” said Zoe
Clark from Tree of Life Lutheran
Church in Harrisburg, PA.
For others, it reconnects them to
their faith. Jake Putala from
Mission United Lutheran Church
in Pelkie, Mich. said, “Being in a
sports stadium with 30,000 other
Lutherans was quite possibly the
most incredible experience of my
life. Singing hymns, listening to
inspiring speakers and seeing how
energetic the ELCA in America
could be created a whole new
appreciation for my faith, and
more importantly, for Jesus
Christ.”
As young people desire and
struggle to find someone to
become, somewhere to belong and
something to do, the Gathering
seeks to be a ministry that helps

“And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another
advocate to help you and be
with you forever—and the
Spirit of truth. The world
cannot accept him, because it
neither sees him nor knows
him. But you know him, for he
lives with you and will be in
you.”
- John 14: 16 - 17

Come See!
Adult Sunday School 9:00
AM
Worship 10:00 AM
Children’s Sunday School
during worship

(cont. on next page…..)
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define some of that or at least open pathways of
discovery. Ultimately, the ELCA Youth Gathering
wants youth to understand the fierce love God has
for them - just as they are - and that by grace,
through faith, they have been saved. When young
people, or people of any age, claim this reality, it
changes everything.
So why have a Gathering? Allison Tice of Mount
Olive Lutheran Church in Hickory, NC replied with
clarity and enthusiasm: “To simply be: Be the
church, be the light in the world and be like Jesus
with and amount God’s people.”

WE REMEMBER

Linda Norton
1938 - 2017

Marshall Anthony
Ward Duncan
1980 - 2017

Helen O’Donnell
1956 - 2017

For information and resources for the 2018 ELCA
Youth Gathering in Houston June 27 - July 1, go to
ELCA.org/Gathering.
- article reprinted from Seeds for the Parish, Winter 2018
ELCA newsletter. Go to ELCA.org to subscribe.

YOUR CHURCH COUNCIL FOR
2018
…needs one new member. The positions are
all open and can be mixed/matched
according to your interests/talents. If
interested, please notify Laurie Wennes,
Council President

image: “Grieving Parents” by Kathe Kollwitz

From Your Council President:
"Happy New Year!"
We have faced challenges, stress,
and loss in 2017.
However, without challenges, we would
not grow, without stress, we would not
feel peace, and without loss, we would
not know the good right before our
eyes.
We have many decisions to make in
2018, so please plan on attending the
2nd Half of the Congregational Meeting
and Chili Feed, Sunday, January 14th,
after worship.

CAMP MICHELA
Homeless Outreach Ministry
THANK YOU to all who donated, cooked,
baked, delivered and helped serve meals to Camp
Michela over the holidays. Special thanks to
Terri Abramson for the Christmas gift baskets for
the children…yes there are as many as 5 children
who were/are living at Camp Michela.
Although the Camp will eventually move, we are
there every Friday 4:30 - 5:30PM behind the
Dollar Store on Sebastopol Rd. in Roseland.
Please contact Geni Fleming or aNna rybaT if
you can help.

Peace of the Lord,
Laurie Wennes

“And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to
you, as you did it to one of the least of these my
brethren, you did it to me.’” - Matthew 25: 40
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Prayers of the People
Erickson Family (friends of Karen Peters)
suﬀering with cancer; Duncan, Koonst, Bell,
Besser, Helen O’Donnell Family and Norton
Family as they mourn the loss of loved ones;
For Steve Norton’s son in hospice care and
another family member suﬀering from
cancer; Friends & neighbors who lost their
lives and homes and businesses during ﬁre
storm; Jeanine Dahlquist who broke her hip;
Be?y Engle with health struggle; Linda
Coﬀman’s friends Glen and Kathy; John
Roche, Janet Hammond’s brother, a veteran
suﬀering with health and Janet’s second
cousin who lost everything (and 4 cats) in a
ﬁre, Janet Hammond, recently hospitalized
with ﬂu/pneumonia; Chuck Hammond and
son CurFs, in need of caregiver; Faith Parson
who is living with daughter Carol aKer ﬁre
evacuaLon; Erin Caltstrom family for strength
and peace; Helen Kemper (Connie Duncan’s
mother); PaI Gillhooley with health
concerns; Lucinda Moore - friend of the
congregaLon; Ward & Karen Casper with
health; Caroyln HunFngton, struggling with
cancer; Elena & Tami Barajas, and Blythe
Babb; Nelia Crews; Pat & Dick Petersen with
health issues; Marianne Burns; Kenneth
Lantz; Eleanor & Hal MarFn (Mariann Hubbs’
mother and stepfather); Kay Miller; Blanche
Mansoor; Susan Wilkinson, high school

Your 2018 Church Council
POSITION

NAME

PHONE

Pastor (Interim)

Rev. Dr. Ted Peters

(510) 280-4161

President

Laurie Wennes

707-526-3889

Vice President

Ernie Engle

707-292-5816

PreSchool

Chris Carson

(707) 239-6332

Sharing Faith

Mary Seefeldt

707-494-4212 (cell)

Treasurer

Connie Duncan

707-573-1762

Worship Experience

Kathy Corsiglia

707-528-8520

Finance/Stewardship

Cherie Barnett

(707) 480-0908

Social Ministry

Chris Carson

(707) 239-6332

Parish Administrator

India Geibel

707-539-2521

Christian Ed/Youth

Ernie Engle

707-292-5816

Secretary
Buildings & Grounds

classmate of Joyce Stohlman suﬀering with
cancer; prayers for Geni & Pat Fleming family.

“God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he
will also provide the way out so that you may be
able to endure it.” - I Corinthians 10: 1-13
Like to shop at amazon.com? Use the
link below and choose FLC: a portion
of the proceeds will come back to Faith
Lutheran Church! EASY!
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/
94-2630076
Also: Sign up for ESCRIP here:
http://www.escrip.com/
and choose merchants you shop with
regularly (Safeway, Lucky, etc.). Choose
Faith Lutheran Church and a portion
of the profit will go to FLC. Thank
you!

STEWARDSHIP CORNER:
“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.
And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no
more need.”
- Malachi 3: 10
Time & Talents Pledge Forms for
2018 have been issued to all
members (If you did not receive
one, please contact church
office). If you pledge only $1 per
week, we need to know so that
we can create a budget for 2018.
No amount is too small nor too
great. We will ask the
congregation to approve our
2018 budget on JANUARY 14
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CELEBRATE!
Birthdays and
Anniversaries
3

aNna rybaT

18

Richard Seefeldt

22
Lauren & John
Morris
30

Dick Petersen

31

Mary Lantz

Faith Lutheran Church
Treasurer’s Report
November 30, 2017

The total General (non-Designated) income for November 2017 was $9,311.26
Year to date was $125,652.56
The General expenses for November were $9,292.55
Year to date was $110,405.17.
The total income for November was $18.71
Year to date net income was $15,247.39.
The amount transferred and paid to the Benevolence was $410.70 (was paid in December)
Special funds received were $190.00 for Campus Maintenance, $512.88 from Dine &
Donate, $100.00 for Deacon Fund, $72.00 for Reformation Book, $50.00 from Thrivent
choice dollar, $3,000.00 from Koonst memorial, $285.00 from Christmas ornaments,
$5.00 from Jam sales, $11.01 from Amazon smile, $22.76 from Scrip, $190.00 for
Poinsettias and $30.00 from Flowers.
1) Offering donations for November were under budget by 2,738.33 (see page 1 of the
Income & Expense Budget Performance, line 1, column 3), and year-to-date they were under
budget by 5,266.92 (see page 1 of the Income & Expense Budget Performance, line 1, column 6)
Revelations & QuickBooks have not been reconciled yet.
2) Total income for November was under budget by 2,991.43 (see page 1 of the Income &
Expense Budget Performance, last line, column 3), and year-to-date they were under budget by
9,677.00 (see page 1 of the Income & Expense Budget Performance, last line, column 6)
3) Total expenses for November were under budget by 3,120.63 (see page 4 of the Income &
Expense Budget Performance, 3rd to last line, column 3), and year-to-date were under budget by
26,144.85 (see page 4 of the Income & Expense Budget Performance, 3rd to last line, column 6).
4) Net income for November was over budget by 129.20 (see page 4 of the Income & Expense
Budget Performance, last line, column 3), and year-to date were over budget by 16,467.85
(see page 5 of the Income & Expense Budget Performance, last line, column 6) .
5) You will notice Notes, Mortgages & Leases 27.1 has a balance of 414,830.13.
This is the balance due on the Pre-School mortgage.(see page 2 of the Balance Sheet, 10th

photo credit: happybirthdaytomedp.com

line from the bottom, column 1)

6) Also attached is the corrected budget with the current 12 month income &
expenses.

Are there any questions?

“These things I have spoken to you,
that my joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be full.”
- John 15:11

Pls. send corrections/additions/
deletions to arybat@comcast.net
Thank you!

Woodpecker damage to north and
south peak of sanctuary roof has
been repaired by Warren Roo7ing.
Cost: $2,079.44. The wood siding
and framing around window is
completely rotted and needs to be
repaired/replaced. Warren
Roo7ing estimate not to exceed
$7500. New chairs (white plastic
- same as current style) and chair
racks were installed in Charter
Hall
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OFFICE HOURS
MON. - FRI: 9:30 - 2:30
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS
Geni’s Jellies & Jams are available for $5
each or 3 for $12.50 and India’s
crocheted necklaces are also for sale.
Available in the church office. Proceeds
go to the Campus Maintenance Fund

image credit: Press Democrat

Remembering those who
serve and who have served,
including our Police,

Professional,Volunteer and
Inmate Fire-fighters,
EMTs, National Guard
and all First Responders
especially, this year.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
SERVICE AND
SACRIFICE

If you are a THRIVENT
member, you can choose to
donate your Thrivent Financial
Choice money to Faith
Lutheran Church. Go to
https://service.thrivent.com

Seniors in
Transition (SIT)
January 17 – March
8, 2018
11:15 am – 1:00 pm
Bethlehem Lutheran
Church
Facilitator: India
Monroe Geibel
(if interested, please
contact the church
office)

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR
in January

1/21 Seefeldts for Kadence’s
5th birthday
1/28 Laurie Wennes in
memory of husband Carl

REMINDER: Please pick up
your Poinsettias after January 7

image credit: DailyMail.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS -- Plan Ahead:
Men’s club fellowship cookout night is on the first Wednesday
of each month (Jan. 3) Bring something to grill and a side-dish to
share. Starts around 6PM. BYOB!
Wanted: Altar Guild members / Acolytes/ Usher Coordinator.
Please contact Chris Carson.
LINK newsletter editor: aNna rybaT,
arybat@comcast.net or 707-536-9855. Please
submit articles/corrections by the 21st of @
month. i welcome your photographs (.jpeg) or
articles of general interest! Thank you!

Council Meeting Minutes available to read in the narthex or
church office.
Chili Feed will be on January 14th during the second half of our
Congregational Meeting. Bring a pot of your favorite chili to
share, and cornbread, bread, green salad, etc. Social Committee/
ladies group will provide the drinks and condiments.
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JANUARY 2018 CALENDAR
SUNDAY

7

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

HAPPY NEW
YEAR!

8 AM Men’s & Men’s Cookout
Women’s
6PM BYOB
Breakfast
iHop

8

9

9:00 Adult
Sunday School
10:00 Worship/
Children’s
Sunday School

10

15

21
3 EPIPHANY

22

16

17

Sunday School

24

8AM Men’s &
Women’s
Breakfast
i Hop

9:00 Adult Sunday
School
10:00 Worship/
Children’s Sunday
School

Children’s
Choir performs

23

29

30
8 AM Men’s &
Women’s
Breakfast
iHop

12

13

4:30
Camp Michela

MLK Jr. Birthday 8 AM Men’s & Dine & Donate
9:00 Adult
Women’s
Boudin Bakery
Sunday School
Book Club 3:00 - Breakfast
10:00 Worship 4:30 PM
iHop
Congreegational
Hummon Hall
Mtg. and Chili Feed
6PM Council
after worship
Meeting

9:00 Adult
Sunday School
10:00 Worship/

11

8 AM Men’s &
Women’s
Breakfast
iHop

14
2 EPIPHANY

28
4 EPIPHANY

EPIPHANY OF
4:30
OUR LORD
Camp Michela

18
19
20
Confession of
Peter
4:30
Camp Michela
Week of
Prayer for
Christian
Unity begins
25
Conversion
of Paul
Week of
Prayer for
Christian
Unity ends

31

26
4:30
Camp Michela

27
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH HISTORY
1971 - reprinted from Mrs. Ruth Bell’s notes
1971 marks a special time as this year we
celebrate our 10th anniversary of organization.
We will write more about this later.
Pastor Falk writes in his annual report: “It is
most gratifying to detect the struggles and
frustrations of some committees and the church
council. They are to be commended for their
dedication and personal stewardship. In the
future a broader base must be sought among
the membership. The standing committee
structure should be continuously evaluated for a
possible re-alignment and/or reorganization.
Good news was that for the first time in our
history we realized a record income, enabled us
to eliminate seeking salary aid funds from the
Boar of American Missions. 100% of our
accepted benevolence was reached, as well as
going considerable amounts to other causes
during the year (Elmer Burns reported).
Newly elected council members for 1971
were Mr. Richard Hays, Mr. Gary Wilkening, Mr.
Russell Letterman and Mr. Ron Hudson. Mr.
Roy Besser served as president of the
congregation.
Parish night was instituted for all committees
to meet on the same night, at which all
programs and plans for the church were initialed
and presented to Council.
Among the requests that the Worship and
Music Committee made in 1971 was that girls
be allowed to participate as acolytes with the
approval of Pastor.
It should be noted that we have continued
through the last couple of years to make
donations to the Blood Bank for the use of our
members when needed.
Lutheran Church Women grew in it active
membership. For the first time program leaders
presented their agendas to both circles which
proved to be quite successful. The programs
ranged through book review, a lesson in church
architecture symbols and liturgies, travel slides
of the Holy Land, studies in the “Miracle,”
current topics and a “Soul Food” dinner with real
soul food. That evening was shared with the
ladies of St. Mark’s. potluck salad run. A one
day retreat was held at White Sulphur Springs
at St. Helena.

The theme was “Quest for the Best.”
Special events presented by the
LCW: Mother/Daughter - - Father/Son
Banquets, midsummer salad luncheon
and the Fun and Festival which was
“Oktoberfest,” chaired by Faith
Parson. Projects were making quilts,
rolling bandages, cleaning cupboards
and rugs, serving at weeding
receptions, repairing hymnals, visiting
elderly persons and those in the
county dependent wards. Ruth Bell
served as president.
Carol Parson (Sergeant) lead the youth
group in another busy year. They earned
money for their activities by having two car
washes and the harvesting and selling of
walnuts. This made possible a snow trip and
bike rally. They also visited San Francisco to
see “The Committee.” Doris His was
president. Carol Parson (Sergeant) headed
the Luther League program. Ice skating and
a ski trip to Boreal started off the year. Later,
there was a swim party and a return to get
some of Mrs. Emmel’s “famous” tacos, plus
kite flying and camp-outs. A “kidnapping
party” welcomed the Flak kids. Not all was
fun and games. The youth found that a car
wash was a very successful undertaking. The
money earned went to defray some of the
church organ’s repair costs. In the fall, a new
set of guidelines were drawn up. The former
Luther League is now referred to FAITH
YOUTH! Year’s end found them caroling,

BOOK CLUB
The Literary Ladies AND
Gentlemen of FLC
will meet Monday, January 15,
2018
3:00 – 4:30 pm in Hummon Hall
The book to be discussed is The
Woman in Cabin 10
a mystery by Ruth Ware
We hope you will join us in the
New Year
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A Reading from Isaiah 60: 1 - 6
Arise, shine; for your light has
come, and the glory of the
Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the
earth, and thick darkness the
peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon
you, and his glory will appear
over you.
Nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the
brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look
around;
they all gather together, they
come to you; your sons shall
come from far away, and your
daughters shall be carried on
their nurses' arms.

Then you shall see and
be radiant; your heart
shall thrill and rejoice,
because the
abundance of the sea
shall be brought to
you,
the wealth of the
nations shall come to
you. A multitude of
camels shall cover you,
the young camels of
Midian and Ephah; all
those from Sheba shall
come.
They shall bring gold and
frankincense,
and shall proclaim the
praise of the Lord.

F A I T H
L U T H E R A N
C H U R C H

4930 Newanga Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
ph: 707-539-2521
www.faithlutheransantarosa.org
faithsr@sbcglobal.net

Editor: aNna rybaT
TO:
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